SENIOR SOCIAL 12 STUDIES RESPONSIBILITIES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Ms. Weise
763-506-7039
Michelle.Weise@anoka.K12.mn.us
The following is a summary of the expectations and requirements for your 12th grade Social Studies course.  KEEP THIS SHEET FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

ATTENDANCE


It is important that you are in class.  The learning that occurs in many of the lectures and discussions cannot be duplicated in readings.  If you happen to miss a day of class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  You are responsible for all information presented in this class.

GRADING


Grading for the course will be done on a percentage basis.  You will be graded on 
tests, assignments and by class participation.  The grade will be determined by the 
percentage of the total possible points you receive based on the following table:



A
93-100%

A-  90-92%


B+
  87-89%

B   83-86%
 B-  80-82%


C
+  77-79%

C   73-76%
 C-  70-72%


D+
   67-69%

D   63-66%
 D-  60-62%


F
      <60%

       Grades will be updated online weekly. Late and makeup work may take several 

       days to post.
 


A.
Assignments  You are responsible for satisfactorily completing assignments 

and keeping track of missing work.  If an assignment is late it will be marked
down.  
       (1 day to 1 week late =1/2 off, more than one week late= only worth 1 point ). 
       DON'T PROCRASTINATE!

B.
Tests  If you are absent on a test day for any reason, you must take the make-

up examination as soon as required by instructor.  The make-up test may be a 

different test on the same material

C.
Participation   Be alert, be cooperative, be prepared to answer questions.


D.
Requirements and Skills Needed


1.
Notebook



2.
Be able to work in groups.



3.
Have an opinion as well as tolerance to listen to opposing points of view.



4.
Be able to hand assignments in on time.

Remember that this is a required course for graduation.  If you fail the course you will not graduate.

Ms. Weise

763-506-7039

Michelle.Weise@anoka.K12.mn.us
COURSE OUTLINE 

UNIT ONE:  Introduction to Government and Politics

A. Rule of Law and The History of Law and Government

B. Power , Politics and Government/Comparing Governments

C. U.S. Government Roots and U.S. Government Structure and Functions

D. Civic Participation, Advocacy, Political Socialization, Media, and Public Policy 

E. Voting and Elections

F. State and Local Government

Citizenship quiz:  www.americancivicliteracy.org/resources/quiz.aspx
UNIT TWO:  The Three Branches of Government /The U.S. and The World
A. Legislative

B. Executive 

C. Judicial

D. Political Movements

E. Foreign Policy

F. International Organizations

 UNIT THREE: Constitutional Law / The American Legal System
A.  Key rights in Amendments (1-10,13,14)
B.  First Amendment? 

C.  Right to privacy?  

D. “Equal protection of the laws” found in the 14th Amendment? 
E. Civil/Criminal Law
F. Current Criminal Cases 4th,5th,6th and 8th Amendments

G. Criminal Process

H. Due Process

I. Jury System
UNIT FOUR:CURRENT EVENTS/PROJECT----No Test
A.  Current event topics will be discussed throughout the course and provide an excellent 

  way to learn Government and Politics.
B.   You will be completing a “Doing Democracy Project” throughout the term that takes 

        concepts from the class and has you apply them to your life and community.
EXTENSION CONCEPTS BEYOND THE TEXT:

· State and Local Government

· Citizen Participation and Minnesota Elections

· Public Policy Analysis

Media Websites:  http://www.journalism.org
www.startribune.com
www.pioneerpress.com
www.cnn.com/POLITICS
www.washingtonpost.com
www.nytimes.com/politics/
www.wcco.com
Constitution

Constitution facts:  http://www.constitutionfacts.com/
Consource:  http://www.consource.org/
Constitutional Rights Foundation: http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/archives.html
Supreme Court/Congress/President

U.S. Government  http://www.usa.gov
Landmark cases  www.landmarkcases.org
U.S. Supreme Court www.supremecourt.gov/
Congress’s News  www.rollcall.com
Electoral college vote  http://electoral-vote.com
Citizenship www.uscis.gov
Public Policy

www.deliberating.org; 
www.procon.org; 
http://factcheck.org/
Minnesota/Local Government

Minnesota  E-Democracy www.e-democracy.org/
Law Moose legal resources in Minnesota www.lawmoose.com
Minnesota Judicial Branch www.courts.state.mn.us
Law Help – MN www.lawhelpmn.org
North Star, Minnesota State Government www.state.mn.us
Minnesota State Legislature www.leg.state.mn.us/
National Association of Counties  www.naco.org/
National League of Cities: www.nlc.org/inside_nlc/membership/membership_rosters/379.aspx

Voting

Vote Smart  www.votesmart.org/index.htm
MN Secretary of State Office www.sos.state.mn.us
Find your polling place http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/Districtfinder.asp
League of Women Voters  http://lwvmn.org

Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party:  www.dfl.org
Republican Party:  www.mngop.com
Independence Party:  www.independenceminnesota.org
Interactive Sites

Government in your life:  http://congress.indiana.edu/modules/ordinary_day/stub.html
Citizenship quiz:  www.americancivicliteracy.org/resources/quiz.aspx
Law Firm Game www.iCivics.org
Fantasy Supreme Court www.HarlanInstitute.org
Gerrymandering www.redistrictinggame.org/
Budget Hero http://minnesota.publicradio.org/projects/2008/05/budget_hero/
ThinkQuest:  http://library,thinkquest.org/2760/
Constitution Games http://www.texaslre.org
